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In the opinion of Sir T. Percy Nunn,1 the teacher is entitled
to put
his superior knowledge and experience of life into the common
stock from which the growing minds of his little community may
draw each what it needs ;
further, that he ought deliberately to suggest the <c critical truth-
seeking habit/* and the " ideals sanctioned by the best and widest
experience of mankind." With this wise view the conscientious
teacher ought to be satisfied and the severest critic silenced.
Imitation proper, the 'doing* aspect of gregariousness, is
the process in virtue of which all the members of a group act
together. It too can take place with no more than two people,
but its effects are clearest in a crowd where there is a leader to
imitate. Although imitation seems to be a tendency common
to us all, it cannot be called an instinct in the sense already
defined, for there is no specific stimulus which calls it forth,
nor any specific response in which it issues. What really
happens when one person imitates another?
In unwitting imitation—the purest form—we always find
another instinct at work. To begin with, the gregarious
instinct is active, impelling the individual to join himself to
others. Then, when he sees those others acting in an in-
stinctive fashion, he, by the principle of primitive passive
sympathy, not only experiences the appropriate emotion, but
himself performs the instinctive action. Thus, if McDougall
is correct in maintaining that one key to an instinct is the
perception of similar instinctive action in others, we see that
there is no need to postulate a special instinct of imitation.
In unwitting imitation an instinctive action is performed by
the imitator, the stimulus being a similar instinctive action in
the person imitated; but the mediation between the two is
indirect rather than direct.
Imitation of an action that is not instinctive cannot be
entirely unwitting: it must involve some thought and delibera-
tion. In witting or deliberate imitation A> having perceived
something in B's behaviour that he conceives to be desirable,
1 Education : its Data and First Principles, p. 149.

